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I am induced to give the following concife
Hiftory of the Origin of Vaccine Inoculation,
from my frequently obferving that thefe who
only confider the fubjet curforily, confound
the cafual Cow Pox with the Difeafe when
excited by Inoculation.
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THE ORIGIN

aF THE

VACCINE INOCULATION.

Ml’ inquiry into the nature of the Cow Pox commenced up-
wards of twenty-five years ago. My artention to this fingular
difcafe was firlt cxcited by obferving, that among thole whom
in the country T was frequently called upen to inoculate, many
refifted every effort to give them the Small Pox. Thele patients
1 found had undergone a difeale they called the Cow Pox, con-
traled by milking Cows afic®ed with a peeuliar eruption o
their teats. On inquiry, it appeared that it had been known
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among the dairies time immemorial, and I_'hnl'.-: vague cpinion
prevailed thae it was a preventive of the Small Pox. This
opinion I found was, cemparatively, new amang them; for all
the older farmers declared they had no fich idea in their early
days—a circumitance that feemed eafily to be accoumed for,
from my knowing that the common people were very rarely ino-
culated for the Small Pox, till that pratice was rendered gene-
ral by the improved method introdueced by the Suttons: fo that
the working people in the dairies were feldom put to the eft of
the preventive powers of the Cow Pex.

Ia the courfe of the inveltigation of this fulye®®, which, like
all others of 2 complex and intricate natare, prefented many
difficultis, T found that fome of thole nke femed to Anze un-
dergene the Cow Pox, neverthelels, e incculation with the
Small Pex, fele its infloence jult the fame as il no difeafe had
boen communicated 1o them by the Cow, This occurrence led
me to inquire among the medical pratitioners in. the country
areund me, wio all agreed in thiz fentiment, that the Cow Pox
wis not to be relied wpon as a certain preventive of the Small
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Pox. This for 2 while damped, but did not Ej.'tiﬂglliﬂl, my
ardour; fgras I proceeded, I had the fatisfadtion to learn thae
the Cow was fubjecl to fome varicties of (pontancous cruptions
upon ber teatsy that they were all capable of communicating
fores to the hands of the milkers; and that whatever fore was
derived from the apimal, was called in the dairy the Cow Pox,
Thus T furmounted a great obitacle, and, in confequence, was
led te form a diltinction between thefe difeafcs, ome of which
anly I bave denomirated the true, the cthers the furieus, Cow
Pox, as they poffefs no fpecific power over the conflitution.
This impediment to my progrefs was not long removed, before
ancther, of far greater magnitude in its appearances, flarted wp,
There were not wanting inftances to prove, that when the true
Cow Fox broke out ameng the cattle at 1 dairy, 2 perfon whe
had milked an infecled animal, and had thereby apparently gone
through the difeale in common with others, was lisble to receive
the Small Pox afterwards.  This, like the former obftacle, gave
a painful check to my fond and afpiring hopes: bt refleling
that the apemtions of Nature arc generally uniform, and chat it
was not probable the human condtivation (having undergone the
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Cow Pox) thould in fome inflances be perfeétly thiclded from
the Small Pox, and in many ctlers remain unprotected, 1 re-
fumed my lsbours with redoubled ardowr, The refult was for-
tunate; for I now difcovered that the Virus of Cow Pox was
liakle to undergo progrefive changes, from the fame caules pre=
cifely as that of Small Pox ; and that when it was applied to the
human fkin in its degencrated fate, it would produce the ulcern-
tive effeils in as great a degree as when it was not decompodfed,
and fometimes far greater; but having loft b5 ffecific fraperiies,
it was incapable of producing that change vpon the human frame
which is requifite to render it unfufeeptible of the variolous con.
eapion: fo thae it became evident 2 perfon might milk 2 cow one
dav, and having cavght the difeafe, be for ever fecure; while
another perfon, milking the fame Cow the nexe day, mizht feel
the influence of the Virus in fuch a way, as to produce a fore or
fores, arel in confequence of this miglt experience an indifpo-
fition to a confiderable extent; yet, as has been oblerved, the (pe-
cific quality being loft, the conflitution would receive no pecu-
Ligr iy hon,
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Here the clafe analegy between the Virus of Small Pex and of
Cow Pox becomes remarkably confpicuous; fince the former,
when taken from a recent puftule, and immediately wled, gives
the ‘perfedt Small Pox to the perfon ca whom it is incculated :
but when taken in a far advanced flage of the difeafe, or when
(although mken eacly) previoully to its infertion, it be expofed
to fuch ageots a3, according to the oftablithed laws of Nature,
caufe its decompafition, it can no leager he relied on as effedal,
This obfervativn will fully explain the fource of thofe errors
which bave been committed by many incculators of the Cow
Pox. Conceiving the whale procefs to be {o extremely fimple,
as not to admit of a miflake, they have been heedlefs about the
ftate of the Viccine Virus; and finding it limpid, as part of it
will be, evenr in an advanced flage of the puflule, wher the
greater portion has been converted into n feab, they have felt an
improper confidence, and fometines miftaken a fpurious puftule,
which the Vaccine fluid in this fate is capable of exciting, for
thrt which poffefes the perfedt charadter,

During the invefligation of the cafual Cow Pox, I was
ftruck



61
firuck with the idea that it might be pradticadle to propagate the
difeafe by inoculation, after the munner of the Small Pox, firl}
from the Cow, and finally from one human being to snother.
I anxioufly waited fome time for an opportunity of puning this
theory to the teffl. At kength the peried arrived.  The firfl ex-
periment was male vpon 2 1ad of the name of Phipps, in whole
arm a little Vaccine Virus was inferted, taken from the hand of
a young woman who had been accidentally infolted by a cow,
Motwithtanding the rfemblance which the puftule, thus ex-
cited on the boy’s ann, bore to variolous inoculation, yet as the
indifpofition artending it was barcly perceptible, T could foarcely
perfuade myfell the patient was fecure from the Small Pox.
However, on his being incculated fome months afterwards, it
proved that he was fecure®.  This Cafe infpired e with confi-
dence; and as foon as 1 could again fumifh myfelf with Virus

froen the Cow, | made an arrangement for a feries of inocula-

* Thiis boy wus foocadonal mezily a1 t3e expioaion of five years aficrwanis e ith
vatindoas mattee, But ns other ofedt war predi o boroed o Dol allaormrianios

argwnd the prydbarad past opon the are.

ticns.



L 7]

ticns. A number of children were inoculated in fuccelfion, one
from the other; and after feveral months had clapfed, they wepe
expofed to the infection of the Small Pox ; fome by Incculation,
othets by variclous cffluvia, and fome in both ways; bue
they all refifbed i, The refult of thefe trials gradually led me ineo
a wider ficld of experiment, which I went over not only with
great attention, but with painful felicitude.  This became uni-
verfally known through a Treatife publithed in June 1769, The
refult of my further expenience was alfo brought forward in
fublequent publications in the twa fucceeding years, 1799 and
1800,  The diftruft and feepticifm which naturally arofe in the
minds of medical men, on my frft announcing fo unexpedted a
difcovery, hazs now ncarly difappeared, Many hundreds of
them, from aftual experien<e, have given their anteftaticns thae
the inoculated Cow Pox proves a perfelt fecurity apaindt the
Small Pox; and T fhall probably be within compafs if I fay,
thoufands are ready 1o follow their example; for the foope that
this inoculation has now taken is immenfe, An hundred theu-
fand perfons, upon the fmalleft computation, have been inocu-

lated in thefe realms.  The numbers who have partaken of us
benefits
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benefits throughout Europe and other parts nf1tht. Globe are in-
calculable: and it now becomes oo manifel o admit of contro-
ver(y, that the annihilstion of the Small Pox, the moft dreadful
feourge of the human (pecies, muft be the final refult of this

pradtice.
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